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Correspondence.

VACCINATION.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

J. R. MILLER LEWIS, M.D.,
Deputy Surgeon-General.

‘&deg;Ani alteram partem,"

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

Sm,-With reference to the annotation headed " The

Detractors of Vaccination," in your number of this day’s
date, in which you state that you 11 are constantly receiving
communications from sensible folk asking advice as to the
replies they shall make to those curious people who decry
vaccination," I beg to submit the following facts, being to
my mind amongst the strongest and most convincing of the
many indisputable proofs of the efficacy of vaccination, not
only as a preventive of small-pox, but as a decided miti-
gator of the disease if performed soon after an unprotected
person is exposed to infection or contagion.
In the year 1862, while in charge of a brigade of Royal

Artillery at Woolwich, one of twelve men under my treat-
ment for other diseases in one of the wards of the Garrison

Hospital became attacked by small-pox. I had him imme-
diately removed, and on inspecting the remaining eleven
men I found that nine bore satisfactory marks of vaccina-
tion, but that the two others bore no traces whatever. On

procuring some lymph two days subsequently, I vaccinated
those two men. The vaccination ran a thoroughly success-
ful course, and everything went on well until the eleventh
day from the operation, and the thirteenth from the occur-
rence of the case of small-pox, when this latter disease
appeared on both the men ; but although it had had two
days’ start of the vaccination at the least, yet, such was the
modifying effect produced by it, that the disease was of a
most mild character, and left no pitting whatever, while
the man from whom they were infected had an ordinary
attack of a semi-confluent nature, he never having been
vaccinated..
Now here were twelve men in the same ward, and all

apparently subjected to precisely similar influences. The
nine who bore vaccination marks all escaped, while the
three who had no marks got small-pox.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
J. R. MILLER LEWIS, M.D.,

Deputy Surgeon-General.
Fintorough-road, South Kensington, 7th April, 1877.

NEW DILATING SPECULUM AURIS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

StE,&mdash;We beg to introduce to the notice of your readers
a new dilating speculum auris which we have recently con-
structed on the model of the tracheotomy canula designed by
Mr. Wagstaffe, and described recentlyin the medical journals.

This instrument, being expanded by a series of levers
acted upon by a large milled head, is handy, entirely
under control as to the extent of dilatation, and so arranged
as not to interfere with the vision, and, having a large
external orifice, well polished, is capable cf being highly
illuminated, and affords a very distinct view of the meatus.

We are, Sir, your obedient servants,
Birmingham, April, 1877. SALT AND SON.

THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE ROYAL COLLEGEOF SURGEONS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-All who are interested in the success of the new
regulations at the College owe a debt for gratitude to Pro-
fessor Humphry for the long and able explanation of his
motion. Allow me to ask and answer two questions, and in
this way to state humbly my opinion.

Will it be to the advantage of the College and of benefit
to the profession to increase the number of Fellows ?-Yes,
if the character of the examinations is not altered.
How is it to be done without lowering the standard ?-By

admitting the members who have reached the age of twenty-
five years to the examinations. Let the examinations alone
be the test of surgical knowledge and skill.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
A JUNIOR MEMBER.

PARIS.

(From our own Correspondent.)

A visit to the Hospice de la 8alp&eacute;tri&egrave;re-Eaeperirnents on metallo-
therapy-Professor Charcot’s Wards-Treatment of ovarian
hysteria-Monobromide of camphor and bromide of zinc in
hysteria.
YESTERDAY morning a large party met at the Hospice de la

Salpetriere to witness various experiments made in metallo-
therapy by Professor Charcot and Dr. Burg. During the last
twenty years Dr. Burg has been labouring to convince the
profession of the physiological and therapeutical effects of
metals applied to the body or taken internally. He has

given to the ensemble of his views and observations the
name of metallo-therapy, and thus elaborated a regular
method of therapeutics.
Of course the curative action of metals taken internally

is universally known, and iron, arsenic, and other substances
are daily administered by practitioners. As to the external

applications of metals for remedial purposes, though advo-
cated at various periods by Paracelsus, Perkins, Pomme,
&c., they have never been generally employed or admitted
as useful by the profession. Now, Dr. Burg believes that
according to the idiosyncrasy of individuals the application
of various metals has the effect of increasing the sensibility
of the skin where they are applied, or of restoring sensi-
bility when it is lost, and he asserts that these applications
eventually have a curative action. Moreover they have the
invaluable property of showing, each metal according to the
particular idiosyncrasy of the patient, to what metals in-
dividuals are susceptible or amenable, and, consequently,
what metals should be employed internally and externally.
Thus the mere application of copper-plates may affect the
cutaneous susceptibility of patients who will remain un-
affected by iron, or zinc, or arsenic, and vice wrsa, showing
the peculiar idiosyncrasy of the individual and the metal
he wants. All these views and assertions of Dr. Burg are
based on observations made in his own practice, or in the
Paris hospitals, in cases of hysteria, epilepsy, gastralgia,
chlorosis, dysmenorrh&oelig;a, &0. &0. Coupled with these ob-
servations are his statistics on the immunity from cho-
lera of workmen employed in copper works, showing the
effects of copper on the system. He also applies his method
to the use of mineral waters, with the object of making out
distinctly the special sort of water that suits each person.
Such is the ensemble of Dr. Burg’s views, to which he has

been earnestly and persistently for the last twenty years
drawing the attention of the medical public. Professor
Charcot has determined to give them a fair trial, and

it 
was to assist at a first series of experiments that we

met on Monday at La Salpetriere. I may mention that
Dr. David Ferrier, of London, who is on a visit to Paris, and
who has given especial attention to the wards of Dr. Charcot;
Professor Beclard cf Paris; Dr. Bourneville; Mr. Crawford,
of the Daily News ; and several other medical men and writers
for the press, were present on the occasion. The experiments
carried on were for the purpose of discovering the action of


